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Polymer Foam  

Sustainability and innovation are two key drivers for 
change in the foam industry. In fact, they are closely linked 
as the principles of the circular economy mean that end 
of life and sustainability considerations are now taken into 
account at the product design and business case stage.  

AMI’s Polymer Foam conference, taking place on June 
23-24, 2020 at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, gives 
sustainability the status it deserves as a driving force in 
the US and Canadian foam industry. The 
program introduces new sustainable 
materials and additives, along with 
polystyrene foam recycling technology. 
It includes regulatory updates on current 
environmental developments within US 
states, as well as an extended panel and 
peer discussion on sustainability; offering 
a unique opportunity to explore practical 
solutions to the challenge presented by 
this global consumer trend.  

Another key area of global innovation is within high melt 
strength polypropylene. This conference explores in-
depth the opportunities offered by this material, alongside 
crosslinked polyethylene.  

Speakers will also introduce the very latest machinery and 
process developments — including particle foams, in situ 
fibrillation and composite materials — so that new product 
development can both exploit and be guided by what is 
possible.  

Program
Five good reasons to attend:
• Discover innovative advances in materials and 

processing  

• Gain practical solutions to the sustainability 
challenge  

• Meet with global foam professionals and form 
valuable networks  

• Position your company in the marketplace  

• Obtain valuable insights into trends and 
applications in foam markets 

Explore Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh is located at the confluence of 3 rivers and is known both 

as “the Steel City” for its more than 300 steel-related businesses 
and as the “City of Bridges” for its 446 bridges.  

We encourage attendees to explore this vibrant city around the 
conference. See some suggested ways to explore Pittsburgh at:

www.visitpittsburgh.com

AMI is up to date for my target 
market and interest.”
Technical Director, JSP

*Discount cannot be retrospectively applied or 
used in conjunction with any other offer

SAVE $300*
when you  

book before  
March 20, 2020 use 

code EBC1061 

TUESDAY JUNE 23, 2020

08:00  Registration and welcome coffee
09:00  Opening announcements

MARKET OVERVIEW – GLOBAL TRENDS

9:10  Sustainability — designing to meet global challenges
 Ms. Shari Kram, Senior Research Scientist, 
 DUPONT PERFORMANCE BUILDING SOLUTIONS,   
 United States 

9:40  Enabling plastic (polystyrene) circularity 
 Mr. Jocelyn Doucet, President, 
 PYROWAVE, Canada 

10:10  New possibilities for foams using nanostructured   
 solutions
 TBC, SABIC, Netherlands 

10:40 Coffee break 

SESSION 1 – MEETING ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION AND 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITMENTS 
 
11:20  PANEL AND PEER DISCUSSION: Tackling the global   
 sustainability challenge as an industry 

 Discussing practical solutions to the task of ensuring   
 the sustainability of foam and foamed products with   
 those representing manufacturers, end-users and
 universities 

 Mr. Michael Sproule, Technical Professional – Polymeric  
 Materials,
 HANON SYSTEMS, United States 

 Mr. Peter Schroeck, President, 
 REEDY CHEMICAL FOAM, United States 

 Mrs. Kellen de Souza, Technical Manager,  
 GURIT AMERICAS, Canada

12:50  REGULATORY UPDATE: An overview of California   
 Proposition 65 
 Ms. Carol Monahan Cummings, Chief Counsel, 
 CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   
 HAZARD ASSESSMENT, United States 

1:20  Lunch  
 
SESSION 2 – MATERIALS INNOVATION 

2:50  Sustainable high melt strength PP foam solution to   
 replace single use PS foam in food packaging 
 Dr. Antti Tynys, Application Development Engineer   
 HMS PP – NBD Foam, 
 BOREALIS AG, Austria 

3.20  Increasing regrind use in a high melt strength   
 polypropylene foam using an ionic additive 
 Mr. Brett Robb, Applications Chemist, 
 TOTAL CRAY VALLEY, United States 

https://www.ami.international/events/event?Code=C1061#12752


3:50  High melt strength polypropylene and semi-   
 crystalline copolymer blends for rigid and flexible   
 foamed applications 
 Mr. David Morrissett, Market Developer, 
 EXXONMOBIL, United States  

4:20 Coffee break  
  
5:00 Comparison of the foamability of linear and    
 long-chain branched polypropylene — the legend of   
                 strain-hardening as a requirement for good    
 foamability 
 Mr. Nick Weingart, Scientific Staff – Division of   
 Polymeric Foams,  
 UNIVERSITY BAYREUTH, Germany  

5:30  Poly(ethylene-co-vinyl acetate) in crosslinked foams 
 Dr. Hadi Mohammadi, Research Specialist, 
 BRASKEM, United States  

6:00  Networking Cocktail Reception  
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2020 

8:30  Welcome coffee 
9:00  Opening announcements 

SESSION 3 – FOAM IN APPLICATION 

9:10  Sustainable component and packaging solutions   
 using expanded polypropylene foam: cradle to cradle  
 life cycle analysis 
 Mr. Steven R. Sopher, Technical Director, 
 JSP, United States 

9:40  END USER INSIGHT: Developing foams for impact   
 energy management  
 Mr. Andrew Elliott, Senior Product Engineer, 
 XENITH, United States 

10:10  Improving performance while reducing carbon 
 footprint: synthesizing green chemistries    
 to deliver renewable, sustainable foams    
 across different applications 
 Mr. Jason Robinson, CEO, 
 EVOCO, Canada  

10:40  Coffee break  

11:20  Automotive light-weighting by foaming of polymer   
 composite materials 
 Dr. Omar Faruk, Adjunct Professor, 
 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, Canada 

SESSION 4 – FOAM PROCESSING AND MACHINERY 
INNOVATIONS  

11:50  Achieving both toughness and stiffness of PP foams   
 using nanofibril technology 
 Mr. Eunse Chang, PhD Student, 
 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, Canada 

12:20 Lunch 

1:20  Seamless particle foam fusion with electromagnetic   
 waves 
 Mr. Victor Romanov, Technical Director, 
 KURTZ ESRA, United States 

1:50  Process considerations when using a microcellular   
 CFA for sheet and thermoformed applications 
 Mr. Chimarokie Nworie, Technical Manager, 
 POLYFIL, INC., United States 

2:20 Effective phosphorus flame retardants from    
 abundantly-available plant phenolics 
 Mr. Bob A. Howell, Professor, 
 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, United States 

2:50  Closing comments and coffee

3:30 Conference ends 

Ways to get involved:
ATTEND

Book before March 20, 2020 and pay $1,140 saving $300 
on the full price of $1,440 when using discount code 
EBC1061.  There are additional discounts for group 
bookings.  The booking fee includes attendance at all 
conference sessions, the networking reception, lunch and 
coffee breaks on both days and a conference pack.

SPONSOR

A variety of sponsorship opportunities are available at this 
conference to help promote your company’s products and 
services to this highly targeted international audience. 
Contact the Conference Hotline for further information.

EXHIBIT

Make it easy to engage with the audience at this busy 
event with your own highly visible exhibition space. Bring 
your own display stand and / or banners and use the space 
to showcase your company’s products and services and 
make a lasting impact. The exhibition runs throughout the 
conference by the main meeting room and is host to the 
networking functions.

Space is limited so to avoid disappointment please book 
for this service as soon as possible.

AMI reserves the right to alter the program without notice. Information 
correct at time of publishing and may be subject to change.

CONTACT US  
Contact: Emma Hall  

Conference Organizer
T/ +1 610 478 0800

E/ emma.hall@ami.international



DELEGATE / EXHIBITOR DETAILS   
(If more than one attendee please complete  
additional form) 

Company: __________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Title: Mr/Mrs/Dr/Other: ______________________________

First name: _________________________________________

Surname: __________________________________________

Job title: ___________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________ 

Special dietary requirements: __________________________

_____________________________________________________

Signature:______________________Date:________________

Polymer Foam 
June 23-24, 2020  

NETWORKING EVENT
Reception 

The networking reception, held on the first evening, offers an excellent 
opportunity for attendees to meet with speakers and other colleagues. 
Everyone is invited and admission is included.  

CONTACT US

Emma Hall, Conference Organizer
T/ +1 610 478 0800 
E/ emma.hall@ami.international

Registered in Pennsylvania (PA) USA, 
No: 3010392

DELEGATE BOOKING 
Includes all conference sessions, a conference pack, networking reception, lunches and coffee breaks

  Delegate rate $1,440.00 

Group discounts: book 2 or more delegates and get a group discount, contact the conference organiser for more information

EXHIBITION PACKAGE 
Includes entry for one representative from your company, one exhibition space in the networking area and your company profile in the conference 
pack. Spaces are allocated on a first-come first-served basis and sell quickly.

  Exhibition package $2,140.00  

 * Please contact conference organizer for available codes

The latest program, including any 
new speakers, changes to the 
schedule, and any amendments to 
pricing and terms and conditions 
can be viewed on our website: 
www.ami.international

CONFERENCE HOTEL & ACCOMMODATION
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center 
112 Washington Place  
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 USA 
Tel: +1 412 471 4000

Delegates are responsible for booking their own accommodation. We have 
negotiated a room rate of $159 for a single room at the Pittsburgh Marriott City 
Center Hotel in Pittsburgh until June 1, 2020.  

Click HOTEL ACCOMMODATION or go to www.ami.international/events, click 
on Polymer Foam US - 2020 then Accommodation.

BOOKING / INVOICE DETAILS
Company Address: __________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Country: ___________________________________________ 

Tel:________________________________________________

Booking contact detail: _____________________________

Company activity: __________________________________                                                                 

Purchase order no. (if applicable): ____________________

Invoice address (if different from above): _______________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

WAYS TO PAY
  Pay by credit card

You will be sent an invoice with 
a secure payment link 

  Bank transfer
You will be sent an invoice with 
payment details  

  By check

Made payable to ‘Applied  
Market Information  LLC’

Send to:  
AMI, 96 Commerce Drive, PMB 
#173, Wyomissing, PA 19610

Please confirm that you agree to your name being published 
alongside your company name and job title on the delegate list.  

 Yes   No

By registering for this event:

  I have read and understood AMI’s Privacy Policy (www.ami.international/about/legal)   
  I agree to AMI’s Terms & Conditions (www.ami.international/about/tac)

Book online

OR COMPLETE THE BELOW FORM ELECTRONICALLY

BOOK AND PAY ONLINE NOW

CANCELLATIONS  
Delegates can be replaced at any time free of charge. A charge of $300 will be made on cancellations received by April 24, 2020, after this date no refunds will 

be made. No refunds are available on exhibition spaces, sponsorships or dinner places. 

Discount Code*:_____________________

Discount Code*: _____________________

Total  _____________________

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1568835135972&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.ami.international/events/event?Code=C1061#12752
https://www.ami.international/
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